Relief funds put to good use
The COVID-19 Unemployment Relief that
was rolled out last year by the Fiji National
Provident Fund and the Fijian Government
has undoubtedly benefitted thousands of
Fijians and their families.
While the economic impact has been
crippling, there are stories that need to be
shared of our members’ resilience through
this adverse period.
These members have turned their bleak
situations around by simply using their
relief funds for some innovative income
generating ventures for themselves and their
families.

Divine’s Kitchen
Divine’s Kitchen is a catering group formed
by a group of friends who found themselves
out of work when the pandemic first hit our
shores last year.
The group members were all working in
the tourism sector and were shocked by the
sudden turn of events that left them jobless.
But instead of internalising the gloomy
situation they were suddenly in, they
decided to pool their skills and set up a
small business venture that would not only
boost their finances but also keep them busy
during the pandemic.
Through the FNPF COVID-19 Relief, they
were able to contribute a portion each
to start their business – which was the
beginning of Divine’s Kitchen.
“We had been assisted with the FNPF Relief
and we decided to contribute a portion of
it to start our first dish which was rourou
lamb-neck.”
“We knew the expenses for this dish would
be within in our budget so we went along
with it and had a lot of positive feedback so
we decided to add another dish.”
To ensure they would not incur losses, they
would take orders and payments prior to
delivery.
The group would cook their dishes over
firewood, adding that smoky taste to their
dishes.

Ron Khan and Sanivalati Vukinagauna of Divine’s kitchen.

But it’s not just about dishing out meals.
Ron says they are always keen on getting
feedback and conduct polls on their
Facebook page – Divine’s Kitchen.
Serving more than 100 customers every
week for the past five months has kept the
group busy.
Ron says it has been made possible through
their agreement to dedicate a portion of
their FNPF unemployment assistance to start
this business which is quite popular with
customers in Nadi and Lautoka.
“It would not have been possible if it was
not for the assistance the FNPF provided
and we thank them for coming up with the
initiative.”

“The COVID-19 assistance came at a time
when we needed to provide for our needs
and that of our loved ones.”
“We have seen the benefits of putting to
good use the little money that comes our
way,” said Ron.

Maria boosts family business
Maria Digogo was among the thousands
of Fijians in the tourism industry who
were laid off from work due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Faced with an uncertain future, the
former employee of Fiji Marriot Resort
Momi Bay decided to pack up her things

and return to her family home in Korovuto,
Nadi.
“I am blessed that my family is living on a
land that has been leased to us and we were
able to raise livestock such as chicken and
pig, which has been our source of income
ever since,” the 24-year-old said.
“I live at home with my parents, my two elder
sisters and their children so it’s a full-house
but a happy one at that.”
In April last year, Maria soon found herself
without a paycheck, after she was laid off.
So when the opportunity to apply for the
FNPF COVID-19 Unemployment Relief arose
last year, she applied immediately.
“I was determined to improve my family’s
livestock business so with my $220 I got
every fortnight; I would slowly start repair
works.”
“First, I bought a new chicken wire fence to
replace the previous one, which was bent
and rusted and also bought some timber to
upgrade the pig sty to accommodate more
pigs.”
“The assistance from FNPF has come real
handy for me because it has enabled me
to contribute to my family business, even
though I am unemployed.”
Ms Digogo said she always felt sad to hear of
people blowing their FNPF relief assistance
away on frivolous pursuits and was
determined not to follow their footsteps.
“I hear people, even those who have lost
their jobs spend this money on kava and
alcohol and it is really sad.”
“The FNPF Relief should not be taken for
granted and should be used to improve the
wellbeing of our families. “

Maria Digogo

“Such assistance, if not for household
needs, should be invested in money-making
schemes that will uplift the financial status
of the family because times are really hard
and the cost of living is increasing.”
(Source: fnpf)

