Relief funds businesses
THE deepest joys in life are associated with
family, parenthood and sacrifice.
This adage would best describe the decision
made by Viniana Taginavulau in 2019 to
leave her place of work for the past eight
years at Crow’s Nest Resort in Sigatoka
to attend to her mother, who had her leg
amputated.
“I’m the only female among four siblings
so my husband and I decided that it was
my duty to bring my mother to our home in
Vatukarasa Village and tend to her needs,”
the 43-year-old said.
So Viniana, a mother of four, soon found
herself out of a job with a mother in need
and food, rent and bills to pay.
“My husband had just returned from the
Seasonal Workers Scheme in Western
Australia and had just found a security job
in Nausori, where he is staying with my two
elder sons so it was left to me to fend for our
needs at home.”
She eventually applied for the Fiji
National Provident Fund (FNPF) COVID-19
Unemployment Withdrawal and received
$2000.
“I was so happy to receive this amount and
I set my plan on starting a business that
would best suit my circumstances, since I
was now a full-time mum to my two younger
kids as well as being a caregiver to my
mother.”
She invested in a mini market and began
selling vegetables, barbecue and kava, which
was sold conveniently in front of their home,
which is situated along the Queen’s Highway.
“Our best customers were the commuters
travelling along the highway as well as
people from Vatukarasa village and business
went really well.”
It was going well until the COVID-19
pandemic hit this year, bringing with it
uncertainty, travel restrictions and death.
“Travel restrictions meant less customers and
our business really suffered.”
“Eventually we stopped selling vegetables
and BBQ and we could only afford to sell
kava.”
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“Even then, it was still hard because most of
our customers would ask to purchase kava
on credit and it disrupted our business.”
Fortunately for Ms Taginavulau, her
application for the FNPF Unemployment
Relief was successful and through the $220
fortnightly assistance, she was able to start a
floral business as another source of income.
“I am so grateful to FNPF and the
Government for such initiatives that have

helped families like us through difficulties.”
“Since people are commuting again along
the highway, I expect business to pick up
soon and who knows, maybe I might resume
my vegetable and BBQ business again.”

Darshika’s cards take off

The ability to not lose hope when the going
gets tough is an important one for future
success - and that’s just what budding young
entrepreneur Darshika Raj showed during
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The former journalist and writer for a
lifestyle and travel magazine was one of
the many impacted by Covid-19 through
job loss.
Things became tough but when FNPF rolled
out its COVID-19 Unemployment Relief, it
was a blessing for Darshika.
Being a member of FNPF since 2017 she
was eligible for unemployment assistance.
Darshika started her business in March
2021 as a side hustle to generate extra
income while she was searching for a job
in the middle of the pandemic. She said
needed a source of income as all her money
was going out and nothing was coming in.
“My FNPF assistance helped me take care
of my living expenses while I worked on my
business.”
If it wasn’t for the FNPF benefit, Raj says
she may not have been able to become
the Creative Director & Designer of her
own business called “Just Say It” - which
specializes in creating humour based
greeting cards with a local twist.
“I learned designing during the period in
which I was home. Time is very important
to me and I hate for it to go to waste. I
invested my free time in learning a new skill
and I used my new skills to start a business

which quickly gained popularity on social
media.”
“I have a lot of successful friends in the
business sector who have their products on
retail. Being around successful people is a
vibe, a push and makes you want to do great
things as well. I had been searching for a
product too - which I could retail. Something
unique, so when the idea came to me, I just
took it and went ahead with it.”
Darshika was frugal with her FNPF relief
funds.
“I was very wise with my spending because I
knew I wasn’t making much and I didn’t like
asking my family and friends for financial
help. The assistance took care of my living
expenses and helped me further invest in my
business.”
She also invested a lot of time and energy in
the initial stages.
“When you start a new business, you won’t
start making money right away. I didn’t make
much in the first few months of “Just Say It”
but I had my goals set and the assistance
helped me push through.”
“Through the FNPF benefit, I was able to stay
in Suva to work on my business. It helped
me pay for my rent and take care of other
expenses while I continued to work on my
dream.”
Just Say It has seen massive growth during
the pandemic. Since people could not meet,
they sent their good wishes to each other via
cards from her company.
“When I started my business it was fully
online but now it is slowly going into retail.
Kundan Singh Supermarkets and The Corner
Bakery were the first to support my small
business and purchase them to retail at their
outlets.”
(Source: FNPF)

